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Art on the Wing  
 

 

 
 The Ohio Bird Sanctuary and Mansfield Art Center will be holding a benefit event on         
April 30,2011. Masterworks for Nature, a group of wildlife and landscape artists of national     
acclaim,  will exhibit their artwork for sale at Art Works on Main and donate items for a benefit 
auction. Proceeds will benefit both non profit organizations. Artists participating are:  John 
Ruthvan, Devere Burt, John Agnew, Christine Knapp, Gary Denzler, Nancy Foureman, Linda 

Howard Bittner, Christopher Walden, Mary Louise Holt, Ann Geise, and Les Lefevre.           

Visit the our eventôs website to watch the art pieces progress. Many pieces will have a quick 

finish by the artist the night of the event.  www.wildartweekend.org   

This benefit                       This event will be held in conjunction with the 10th annual                                                 
Mohican Wildlife Weeke     Mohican Wildlife Weekend. Artists 
John Ruthvan &         Joh                                               John Ruthvan and John Agnew will be 
the keynote spea              John Agnew w              the keynote speakers at Gorman Nature 
Center.   Gorman Nature Center  Center on Friday evening. They will present, 
,  ñIn Search of                                                     ñ In search of the Ivory-Billò about their                                                                                           
journeys to the                                       journeys to the  Singer Track and their experiences                                                                                                  

track                                                        tracking down signs of the Ivory Bill Woodpecker.  

   All of the artists will participate throughout the week-
end  presenting programs, leading hikes, performing 

and  selling fast sketches and doing demonstrations.  

April 30 -May 1, 2011 
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    Winter is here and the staff has 
moved a bunch of birds indoors. Not 
sure I enjoy the competition but the 
visitors love seeing birds in the warmth 
of the building. Our old retired birds 
Banshee, the Barn Owl, and Bob, the 
Screech-Owl, share one side of the 
room with Lazarus (another Screech-
Owl). The Baltimore Oriole and Cedar 
Waxwings are on the other side with 
my chicken friends Goldie and Cinder, 
and the two  Guinea pigs, Henry & 
George.  
 
I have to share my horrific experience. 
When the days got shorter all my 
feathers fell out! Staff said I was molt-
ing. I felt helpless and cold so I spent 
most of that time hiding in the office. 
The staff was not very sympathetic. 
They took lots of pictures and Sonn, 
the ñcraft queenò,  
thought my     
feathers would be 
perfect for nature 
crafts. She even 
made a bag so 
everyone could  
collect my feathers...how humiliating!  
 
I am back to my beautiful self so drop 
by on Saturday for one of our special 
weekend programs and say hi.  
 

           Missy, the Domestic Diva 
 

         
Thank you to the following individuals whose donations and  
in-kind services allow the Sanctuary to offer these programs and 
provide quality care to injured and orphaned birds.  

 
Barbara Bechtler 
Bellville Lions Club 
Bob Birch (In honor) 
Mary Bolin 
Emma Burleigh 
Charles Ciola 
Joanne Dawson 
D&S Creative Communications 
DonMar and Associates 
Jean Foor 
Amos Fry 
Green Environmental 
Pam & Dave Fleming 
Hire Family Foundation 
Russel and Mary Gimbel Foundation 
Margaret Hoskins 
Hull Veterinary Hospital  
Gordon Jones 
Robert Jones 
Richard & Arline Landers Foundation 
Mansfield Garden Club 
 

Margo Kostecka 
Mechanics Savings 
Gilbert & Francis McLendon 
Kimberly McKee 
Julie Myers 
Katherine & David Peresie 
Sandy Hill Fruit Farm 
Tom & Karen Wappner 
Kathleen Rider 
Wayne's Country Market 

Winter Program Schedule 

Saturday February 12 & 26th,  6:30pm 

April  
Saturday 16th 1pm  Eggs-travaganza 
Crafts, activities and games that celebrate the 
amazing egg.  

Saturday 30th, 6:30 pm Benefit Art Auction 

Allen & Dell Sanford 
Rand & Mary Smith 
Sherwin Williams 
Richland Bank 
Samôs Club  
Beth Wallis 
Pam Wilging 
Brad Von Blon 

April 30 -May 1, 2011 

March  
Saturday 12th, 1pm  Story time in the Nest  
  Mole & Baby Bird, a lesson in how to care for orphan wildlife   
 
               Saturday 26th, 1 pm   Falconry 
                            A  live-bird presentation on the art and history of falconry 
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2010  Programming Summary  
The present economy has had an effect on our program attendance. The overall impact 
has not reduced our ability to provide environmental education opportunities, it just has 
caused a shift. We have seen a decrease in programming that requires expenditures from 
school budgets and an increase in programming that has grant funding or is free of 
charge.  The Sanctuary saw 10% decrease in outreach programming, a 50% decrease in 
field trips, an 18% increase in onsite tours and 30% increase in visitors.  
 

Staff visited 210 classrooms, hosted 5 fieldtrips, led 20 tours, attended 10 expos and  
displays, hosted 26 days of camp, gave 59 presentations to groups and organizations, 
provided 36 after school programs at Harmony House  and presented over 184 preschool 
programs. 
 
Weekend Programs  
The Ohio Bird Sanctuary has expanded its public programming to include a Saturday afternoon presentation.    
These programs changed with the seasons. In  2010 Saturday programs included Christmas for the Birds, an Owl 
walk every Saturday evening in February and the Eggs-travaganza in March. In July we debut our new bird 
shows that were held through the month of October. Staff took a respite in November and has a great line up for 
the 2011 season. Watch our website for details.  

 
 
Jr. Naturalists  
The Junior Naturalist program was launched to the next level in 2010. 
Funding through the Ohio Environmental Education Fund provided 
enriching education activities to our naturalists that were a once in 
lifetime opportunity. The naturalists spent a weekend at Stone Lab 
doing research on the reproductive success of the Lake Erie Water 
Snake, explored the riparian waterway system of  the Black Fork and 
Mohican river by canoe and returned to the Wilds to participate in the 
Invasive Species Education and Removal.  
 
 
 

The Jr. Naturalist and Gorman Nature Center also set the ground work in 2010 for a joint 
venture to count and catalog Saw-whet Owls in Richland County.  The team traveled to 
Chillicothe to observe techniques by a Saw-whet research team headed up by Kelly        
Williams-Sieg. The Jr. Naturalist had the opportunity to see two Saw-whets up-close and 
learn about proper methods for capture and banding of this small illusive owl. Lead by     
licensed bird banders, Steve McKee & Merrill Tawse, the group plans to start their         
population survey in fall of 2011.  

 
Camps  
Our day camps continue to be one of the most popular program offerings. In 2010 
every camp filled up and we continue to expand the programming to fill the need.  
 
The 2010 camp season included three days of 
winter camp, a spring night camp, five weeks of 
summer nature camp, and three weeks of day 
camp for Friendly House youth.  The camp for 
Friendly House was funded through the Richland 
County Foundation Summertime Kids.    
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The Ohio Bird Sanctuary received 203 injured and orphaned birds in 2010. 
The majority of species were songbirds, with a record number of cedar waxwings.  
Thirty-seven of the birds were raptors including a very feisty Barn Owl. In the past 
two years the Sanctuary has received a number of Barn Owls which is good sign 
that their numbers are increasing. The loss of grassland habitat is the greatest cause 
of the decline of this species. In 2010,  only 35 pairs were known to nest in the state. 
The highest known population of Barn Owls is in Wayne and Holmes county which 
have a large Amish community.  

 
REHABILITATION   
On Thanksgiving weekend a Barn Owl was found entangled in a barbed wire fence. He was  
rescued by a local Amish farmer who provided him with care until he could get him to the  
Sanctuary. The owl had suffered blood loss, damage of soft tissue and stress from the elements. 

Upon arrival the owl barely reacted to any stimulus. This state is often misinter-
preted as the bird is comfortable with humans.  A wild animal that is calm is often 
in shock. The bird required heat and fluids. After a few days of supportive care the 
owl started to show his true nature. Hissing, clacking and lunging at his caretakers 
became a daily routine. This aggression, although not fun to work with, was a sign 
the bird was recovering. This owl is still in our care. The wing suffered extensive     

                      soft tissue damage and the possibility of release is still uncertain.  
 

 
The most common raptor species brought to the Sanctuary is the Red-tailed Hawk. Injuries ranged from car strikes, 
starvation to leg-hold trap and gunshot wounds (the two latter are against state and federal wildlife laws). We        
received a hawk with a gunshot wound that had been raiding chicken coops. Our experience with hawks that have   
resorted to preying on chickens, is that they have an underlying condition. The birds are often older birds with poor 
vision or have a preexisting  injury to wing or leg. This bird did not exhibit any of these traits.  

 
OBS Staff and veterinarian treated the gunshot injuries that fractured numerous bones. This 
birdôs condition posed two complications for its chance for release. Primarily the damage to the 
wing is most likely going to leave the bird non-flighted. Secondly, a bird that has resorted to 
preying on chickens is more then likely to return to this life of ñcrimeò. Staff continued to        
observe the bird to decipher why she had become a ñChicken Hawkò. She was bold but not   
aggressive and seemed to desire her food be placed at her feet. We first questioned her vision, 
but our vet assured us it was fine. A little more interaction with the bird and the prognosis was 
clear. This bird had been raised by humans and then released to fend for  herself. When food 
was difficult to find, she resorted to what she knew, where there are human there is food. The 
majority of nuisance wildlife are animals that have had humans interfered with their 
natural foraging behaviors.  

 
This hawk will continue to recuperate at the Sanctuary. Unfortunately she is not suitable for    
release and upon recovery will be trained to feed from the glove and be placed in a zoo or  
nature center.  We, as stewards of this earth, need to be aware of how our actions impact the  
animals. Please try to be conscientious. Allow wildlife to remain wild.   

 
EDUCATION 
The education staff had one addition and one loss in 2010. Monty, a European Barn Owl,  
arrived at the Sanctuary in June from the Carolina Raptor Center. Monty is a favorite with  
visitors and our audiences. He has been trained for flight and does a beautiful job demonstrating 
owls ability for silent flight.  In June we lost  Socrates, the Bald Eagle. He suffered a heart attack 
from an enlarged left ventricle. The staff still misses his presence and in time we will       
provide a home to another non-releasable eagle.  

Rehabilitation and Bird Care  

Day of arrival 

Ready to lunge! 

Monty, the Barn Owl 
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Property Report 
The Ohio Bird Sanctuary kicked off a 5-year campaign in 2010 to support      
operations and the renovation of the upper building. Thank you to the following       
corporations who have taken a leadership role in this campaign: MT Business Technologies, Richland Trust, and Mansfield Assemblies.   
 

Repairs and Renovations: In 2010 the upper building received a face lift. Eagle Scout, Brad Von Blon, coordinated efforts to repair and 
paint the exterior. Windows were repaired, trim replaced and new gutters installed. Thank you to all the volunteers who made this repair 
possible.  
 

New additions: Volunteers Paul Gosser, Dan Sample, and seasonal staff member Rob Holts, constructed a new 
three-cage unit. The completion of this cage provided customized enclosures for all our education birds.  
 

 
Early fall the sound of chainsaws echoed from the marsh. 
A team of students from Madison Conservation Club, and OBS Jr. Naturalist and 
staff cleared a trail through the marsh to connect Wood Duck trail to Pine Sisken 
trail. This is the first step in creating a board walk through the marsh that will      
accommodate wheelchairs and strollers.  The next phase is the construction of a 
bridge over a small steam. Materials have been purchased. We are s looking for a 
few good carpenters to donate their time to finish the project. 

Financial Report 
January 1-December 31,2009 

 
The Ohio Bird Sanctuary is a private not for profit organization. The Sanctuary is successful because of the generosity of indi-
viduals, foundations and the community. The Sanctuary is open to the public year-round and does not charge an admission fee. 
Operations and bird care are supported by membership, interest earned from our endowment, donations and in-kind services.  
 
In 2010,  the Sanctuary received additional grant support for operations, programming and land acquisition. An operational 
grant from the Kenneth A. Scott Charitable Trust provided funding for a seasonal employee. Program grants were received 
from Ohio Environmental Education Program for the Jr. Naturalist program, the Hire Family Foundation for outreach pro-
grams to the local homeless shelter and weekly preschool programs and the Richland County Foundation Summertime Kids 
for three weeks of summer camp for the youth of Friendly House.  A grant from the Wallis Foundation and the Clean Ohio 
Fund assisted the Sanctuary in purchasing the remaining 18 acres of our 90 acres preserve.  
 
INCOME  
Grants     76,336 
Donations     47,428 
In-kind Avian Diet    35,216 
Programming     27,039 
Capital Campaign    11,000 
Endowment      10,181 
Earth Share of Ohio      7,736 
Membership       5,713 
Events       5,034 
Gift Shop       4,008 
In-kind Veterinary Care     3,000 
Investments       1,509 
In-Kind Prof. Services      1,000 
                                  $ 235,200 

EXPENSES 
Payroll      78,676 
Land Acquisition    55,500 
Bird Care     42,571 
Administration        18,588 
Payroll liabilities     10,800 
Property Management    10,549 
Programming       7,196 
Utilities                                 4,933 
Events        2,189 
                $230,914 
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Ohio Bird Sanctuary 2010 Members 
The following individuals and corporations are members of the Ohio Bird Sanctuary. Their 
membership dues support the general operations of the Sanctuary. These funds provide 
food and medical supplies for the birds and support our educational programming.  

Hawk 
Beth Alphin 

Philip Anderson 

Jack & Ann Bargahiser 

Eric Barkdull 

Robert & Sandra Baxter 

Vincent & Jo Black 

Judy Brisker 

Jan & Brad Byers 

David L. Carto 

William and Cheryl Callis 

Chris & Maryanne Chengelis 

Sam & Peggy Clarke 

Mary Collet 

John & Holli Cox 

Judy Daso 

Rick & Corliss Davis 

 North Liberty Garden Club 

Eagle 
Jim & Andrea Arnholt 

Miami Valley Audubon 

Sharon Ault 

Angus & Jane Barton 

Doris Baughman 

Robert & Sandra Baxter 

Barbara Bechtler 

Renate and Neil Bernstein 

Bowman Family 

Michael & Carol Chambers 

Clark County Audubon 

In Memory of Ashley Cooperrider 

Larry Cornell 

Brad and Sharon Courson 

Barbara Ferencz 

Cynthia Fulton 

Guy Denny 

Jennie Eklund 

Bowman Family 

Gayle Gorman Freeman 

Linda & Larry Haas 

James Henson 

Linda Linn & Jim Gray 

Lou and Ann Laux 

Louise & Bill Fleming 

Mechanics Savings Bank 

Annette McCormick 

Steve & Debbie McKee 

Patrick & Jana Mulherin 

Greg Owens 

James Parmenter 

Vic & Monya Pfizenmayer             

Osprey 
Mike, Allison & Linda Brogan 

Dixie Mehock 

Antoinette Miskey 

Robert Buskey 

Beth Wallis 

Robert & Jane Wingerd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Erica and Bob Parnisari 

Dan & Sue Phallen 

John & Jenny Pilaroski 

George & Carol Reece 

Tanya Rhodes 

Kathleen & Rob Ridenour 

Annette Roesler 

Donald & Sally Rogan 

Dick & Salli Rohm 

Irv & Melinda Simons 

Snakehunters Conservation 

James Sunbury 

Greg & Susan Vigesaa 

Larry & Jean Von Blon 

Mark & Susan Webster 

Howard Whiston 

Marc & Susan Ziegler 

Kestrel 

Savannah Cinadr 

Mary Damron 

Will Ericsson 

Emilee Fraizer 

Lane Harr 

Saubh & Suzanne Das 

Suzy Davis 

John Ford 

Mandi & Ross Gibson 

Edward & Leanne 

Glazeski 

Tim Hanline 

Arnold Haring 

John Herman 

Melanie Hull 

Lee Jones 

Mary Kowalchik 

Laina Lamb 

Ricardo & Dianne Leon 

Bellville Lions Club 

Robert McFarland 

Olive Miller 

Adelle Morley 

Carol Murray 

Don & Diana Plant 

 

 

 

 

Doug & Carol Pretorius 

Mary Puglisi 

Jane Rhind 

Leroy & Katherine Sargent 

R. Lee & Jean Shepherd 

Mary Alice Sims 

Charles & Linda Spreng 

Tom Sproat 

Carolyn Stoner 

Doug & Mary Theaker 

Mary Louise & Dean Thomas 

Marilyn Weiler 

Merris & Jean Welge 

Mary & Jim Wise 

Larry & Suzanne Zimmerman  

Owl 
Cynthia Adam 

Sharon Ault 

Helen Bartlett 

Chirstopher Blankenship 

Craig & Zoe Biddle 

Joe & Barbara Cinadr 

Anissa & Steve Cochran 

Mark & Barbara Collins 

Gary Cowell 

Amy Crutchfield 

Ramon & Cheri Dever 

Jean Foor 

Connie Fruendlich 

Dick & Veda Gardner 

Charlotte Gebhart 

Shirley Gerber 

Edward & Leanne Glazewski 

Greater Mohican Audubon 

Cheryl & Mike Gurski 

Bev Hartings 

Ed & Pam Hartley 

Gordon Jones 

Paul & Susan Jones 

Lee Jones 

Margie Joyce 

Jan Kennedy 

Stan & Betty Korol 

David & Amy Lai 

Tim Leslie 

Sam & Kari Lybarger 

John Lovely 

Robert & Char Mabee  

Shari & Sara Mason  

Carol & Bill Miller  

Pat McGinty 

Joanne Mudra 

Paul & Carolyn Noser 

Paula Peters 

Peter & Susan Roberts 

Joan Richmond 

Broegan Sautter 

Ed & Sara Schlechter 

Julie Schilling 

Jim & Carol Skeen 

Marge Stoodts 

Cristine Sutter 

Charles Wagner 

Kathy Wallace 

Amanda Wassel 

Cheryl & Frances Vetter 

Pat Voelp 

Shirley Zody 
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