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Enriching the Lives of our Avian Ambassadors 
                                                                   Mary Meixner, Curator of Birds 
 
If you have visited the Sanctuary, you may have noticed that several of our birds are often out and about, roaming 
the visitor center, perched on a stump in the meadow, or out on the glove for a walk with one of our staff.  Maybe 
you have noticed items in the birds’ enclosures that seem like they don’t belong, such as pumpkins, softballs, or 
cardboard boxes.  If you’re lucky, you may even have watched one of our crows working on getting an egg out of a 
paper towel tube. If you have witnessed any of these things, you already have an idea of what enrichment is.   
 

Enrichment is a word that you will often hear or see on signage if you visit a sanctuary or a zoo.  It involves  
manipulating a captive animal’s environment in order to encourage natural behaviors, give the animal choices, and 
enhance the animal’s welfare (definition adapted from www.nationalzoo.si.edu).  At the Sanctuary, we enrich the 
lives of our birds in a variety of ways.  Many of our birds live outside, so enrichment can be as simple as filling the 
bird feeders in the yard, which is the equivalent of turning on the TV for our hawks!  Our indoor residents often get 
time outside of the enclosures they typically reside in.  Our education animals, including our chickens, pigeon, and 
rabbit roam the visitor center during the day, the mice get time to explore in their ball, Kevin our osprey gets to hang 
out in the back with a view into the visitor center, and Phoenix our Harris Hawk also gets to watch “TV” by seeing all 
the critters running around the office.   
 

Enrichment also includes giving the birds items to manipulate.  Elliott our black vulture enjoys piles of leaves, Dolly 
the chicken loves to pick at snowballs, and Ichabod the Turkey vulture likes to shred paper towel tubes.  Changing 
the perching in their mews can give them a new view and a new place to stand.  Stuffing boxes with paper towels, 
hay, or newspaper and hiding treats inside allows them to work for their food, which is something they would do in 
the wild.  All of these things give the birds choices and control over their environment.   
 

Many of our birds are avian ambassadors.  When they travel to a program, they see a different place and get to take 
in different sights and sounds.  This enriches their lives as well.  When they are not working and if it is a nice day, 
we may take them for a walk on our trails.  For a while, Blaze, one of our Peregrine falcons, loved to go for a walk 
and then take a bath in the stream!  
 

Enrichment is all about creating new and/or natural experiences for our birds, which allows them to engage in their 
environment and exercise choice and control.  We evaluate enrichment activities to make sure they are safe and 
appropriate, but as long as certain guidelines are followed, there isn’t really a wrong way to do enrichment.  Along 
with good husbandry practices, it is an essential part of keeping our birds healthy and content. 
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   From the Desk of the Director 
 

    Each year as I put together the Annual Report I am reminded of how 
fortunate we are to have such generous support of the Sanctuary and its 
mission. The support comes in a wide variety of forms: grants, gifts, 
planned giving, memberships, memorials and donation of professional  
services and food items for the birds.  
 
    2017 has been a year of improvements and the 
implementation of initiatives to move the Sanctuary 
towards a more self-sustaining organization.  
Improvements included the development of a Natural 
Play area for families and installation of  fence 
around bird display area The lobby is currently under 
renovations in which includes the installation of a 
second set of doors and a children’s nature activity 
area. The new doors and the new split rail fence will 
shift the traffic pattern for entering the bird area 
through the Visitor Center allowing for monitoring of the number of visitors 
in this area and collection of a nominal fee to assist in supporting care of 
the birds.  

The Sanctuary received the honor of  
being designated as a WILD School Site 
by the Ohio Division of Wildlife.  WILD 
School Sites demonstrate program  
development and site enhancement  
where learning is brought to life by  
reconnecting children to the outside 
world while teaching everyday subjects 
through a specially designed curriculum. 
OBS also partnered with the ODNR Divi-
sion of Wildlife and Wilderness Center 

Chapter of the Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalists to design and install a 
chimney swift tower. (seen in background) 
 
 I personally, and the Sanctuary lost a very dear friend this year. Nancy 
Fanello may have only stood a little over 5 feet tall but anyone who knew her, 
knew she was a women of undeniable strength and determination. Nancy was  
involved with the Sanctuary for over 25 years. Her farm was a satellite facility for 
raising and releasing orphaned raptors providing the solitude they required for 
survival. Nancy assisted in the creation and clearing of the trail system and  
always ready to swing a hammer to assist in cage construction. Some of my best 
memories are the countless hours we spent training our Harris Hawk and Barn 
Owl for flight demonstrations. Her dedication and discipline was the key to  
success of these birds’ training and the spectacular flights they performed.  
We will all miss her greatly.  
 

Gail Laux 
Founder/Director 
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The Ohio Bird Sanctuary is a private not for profit organization.  
It is a living museum providing professional care to native songbirds and raptors.  

It is a place for individuals to learn, explore and enjoy their natural world. 
 

The Sanctuary is not supported by governmental agencies or tax dollars. The operations 
and sustainability of the organization depends on the generosity of individual and  

corporate donations, memberships, bequests, in-kind services and grants.  

2017 Annual Report 

EXPENSES 
Bird Care             107,581 
Education Programs  61,371 
Property Management  34,179 
Administration   25,470 
Gift Shop                7,698 
Events & Fund raising    5,280 
Public Service      3,599 
Rental       3,199 
               
           $248,377 
          
 
 

INCOME 
Donations   107,351 
Programming    48,128 
Grants     41,782 
In-kind Service    38,916 
Endowment      19,223 
Rental                11,322 
Events     10,720 
Membership      10,502 
Gift Shop        8,598 
Earthshare       5,274 
Investments        1,411 
 
                                $303,227 

 
 

 

Financial Report 
January 1- December 31,2017 

Avian Report 
 
The Ohio Bird Sanctuary admitted 286 birds for treatment and care in 2017.  Of 
these 286, 70 were raptor species.  We also fielded between 700 and 800 phone 
calls regarding birds that may or may not have been in trouble.  Over the phone, 
we were able to coach callers through the situation at hand and discern if the bird 
needed to be brought in for care. Often times a baby bird can be placed back in its 
nest or a raptor is simply down on the ground feeding and these matters can be 
resolved without our intervention.  
 
Our Flight Complex continues to be a unique and important part of the rehabilitation process, and one that other 
rehabilitation facilities are taking advantage of. We have received several raptor species from these facilities in  
order that the birds may go through flight conditioning before the final step: release!   
 
                             Our collection of Avian Ambassadors gained two new members this year: Horton, the Great-   
                             horned owl, and Poppy, the American kestrel. These birds were both hatched this year and  
                            are human imprints. They are in training to become ambassadors for their species.             

External Audit and 990 available upon request 
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Programming Summary 
 
The Sanctuary saw increased programming numbers in all areas in 2017. These programs serve all ages and 
ability levels across Ohio. Our programming staff includes Naturalists (3), Professional Educators (1), Environ-
mental/Interpretive Educators (2), and an Educational Intern (1) . 

 

School & Community Outreach 
990 students experienced outreach programming from OBS in school.  
This represents 45 classrooms in 22 different schools. Over 9,000 people  
experienced outreach programming in a variety of community settings.  
37 different programs were offered in settings such as libraries, senior centers, 
camps, community events, civic meetings and museums. Weekly keeper talks 
were held each Saturday at the Sanctuary and Raptor Programs were offered 
at the Mohican Lodge each Saturday evening (April-Nov.), 16 fully accessible,  
on-site tours were offered for groups.  
 
 

Field Trips 
882 students came to the Sanctuary for a Field Trip from 20 different 
schools. Field trips range from 1.5-4 hours and can be individually 
catered for students pre-school aged through high school.  
25 students who are home schooled experienced on-going  
programming over 9 monthly sessions.  
 

 
Nature Camps 
Camps designed to immerse children aged 6-12 in nature studies 
were offered throughout the year. This included 3 winter sessions,  
1 spring session, and 5 summer sessions. 150 children participated. 
Additionally, 2 weeks of nature camps were offered for students from the Friendly House. Funding for the Friendly 
House Camp supplies is provided by the Richland County Foundation Summertime Kids Program.  

 

 
Jr. Naturalists 
The Jr. Naturalist program serves youth 13-17 years of age. These  
students who exhibit a strong affinity for nature participate in science-based  
educational experiences as well as service-based projects for the Sanctuary 
and other environmental organizations. In 2017, they donated their time to 
OBS and Gorman Nature Center and participated in various in-depth 
studies on Kelley’s Island.  
 
 
 

 
Special Events 
Record attendance was seen at our special family 

events in 2017. The following were offered: Love Is In the Air 
(February,) Egg-Stravaganza (April,) Mohican Wildlife Weekend 
(April,) Family Night Hike (July,) Evening Owl Calling (Sept-Oct.,)  
Fall Family Festival (Oct) and Christmas for the Birds (Dec.) 
These events offer families low-cost opportunities for up-close 
encounters with our Avian Ambassadors as well as fun seasonal 
activities and crafts for all ages.  
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HAWK 
Tom Bailey 
Tterry Baumgardt 
Karen Bierly 
HG and Nancy Bletner 
Bill & Cheryl Callis 
Mary Collet 
Susan Edwards 
Janet & Bill Ellsworth 
Matt & Jamie Emerson 
Jean Foor 
Linda & Mike Gooden 
Leo & Bev Hartings 
Tim Hicks 
Lois Howard 
Rebecca Huston 
Lisa & Dan Mace 
Barb & John Makley 
Paul & Nancy Martin 
Marvella McClusky 
Dan & Kate MCDonnell 
Patricia McGinty 
Wynn & Jayne Meek 
Tom & Vera Millikin 
Adelle Morley 
Dalton & Julie Paul 
Doug & Carol Pretorius 
Ron & Linda Reese 
Janie Reeves 
Donna Scott 
Joe & Mebane Stolfi 
Kathy Wallace 
Tom Waryas 

EAGLE 

Jean Auxter 
Bruce & Claudia Barrett 
Angus & Jane Barton 
Robert & Sandra Baxter 
Barbara Bectler 
Vincent & Jo Black 
Michele Botkin 
Judy Brancazio 
Robert Buskey 
Michael & Carol Chambers 
Claire Clemons 
Anissa & Steve Cochron  
Amy Crutchfield 
Gary & Sally Dvorak 

Jennie Eklund 
Jan Ferrell 
James Henson 
Will & Mary Hockersmith 
Charles & Carolyn Hootman 
ennifer Hurst  
   & John Mumaw 
Gordon Jones 

 
 

                                          
 
 
 

Cynthia Adams 
Phadia Adams 
Ken & Sherry Berger 
Nicole Biglin 
Charles Ciola 
John & Caril Cornell 
Gary Cowell 
Virginia Crowgey 
Sandee Crowl 
Cheryl Daugherty 
Mark & Pamela Elllis 
Cheryl Fink 
Jan & Gary Kennedy 

 

FALCON 
Jim & Andrea Arnholt 
Sharon Ault 
Angus Barton* 
Janet Kohr 
Gunther & Jeanne Meisse 
Katherine Peresie 
Ray Piar 
Allen Sanford (deceased) 

Stephen Scott 
Patrick Shira 
Rand & Mary Smith 
Beth Wallis* 
Jane Wingerd* 
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Lynn Kneile 
Jane Mackey 
Shari and Sara Mason 
Grace Meister 
Martha Mortland 
Ervin & Carol Myers 
Debra Page 
Rine Parker 
John & Jenny Pilarowski 
Richard & Barbara Poffenbaugh 
Thomas & Loa Reister 
Ralph Roberts 
Dick & Salli Rohm 
Russ & Delores Shorts 
Pam & Tom     
                Siegenthaler 
Irv & Melinda Simon 
Pam Smith 
Jonatha Sowash & 
Kassandra  Watt  
Richard Stoffer 
Carolyn Stoner 
Robert Tannehill 
 

Mary & Dean Thomas 
Greg and Susan Vigesaa 
Mark & Susan Webster 
Tom & Sharon Wells 
Jim & Mary Wise 

 
Bill & Carol Miller 
David Mills 
Tom Fishburn 
Thomas & Ingrid Griffiths 
Arnold & Gunda Haring 
Terry Hartzell 
Kathy Jones 
Lois Karlen 
Betty Korol 
Chris & Carrie Liebtag 
George & Dody Matthews 
Robert McFarland 
Nathan Neremy 
Gerri & TJ Oblinger 
Tim & Dottie Rector 
Ellen & Jim Riddle 

OWL 
 
Peter & Susan Roberts 
Tobie Smith 
Penny Smith 
Charlene Starr 
Gary & Judith Stroup 
Lisa Taunt 
Barbara Tucker 
Lori Vance 
Micelle Wagner 
Ian Wilson 
Gloria Yarger (deceased) 

Ohio Bird Sanctuary 2017 Members  
 

                     The following individuals are members of the Ohio Bird Sanctuary. Their membership  

                   dues support the general operations of the Sanctuary. These funds provide food and  

               medical supplies for the birds, support our educational programming and trail maintenance.  
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Annual Appeal Donors 
The Annual Appeal supports the care of the birds, funds special projects and provides camp scholarships. Thank you to the 

following individuals who made a monetary donation or donated items from our Amazon or Elzy Milling & Trade wish lists. 

(Some donations received through Amazon did not have donor info. Our apologies for any donor not recognized on this list.) 

 

 Cynthia Adam 

Mark & Sandi Arnold 

Susan Arnold 

Ruth Auker 

Sharon Ault 

Tim & Julie Babcock 

Jean Baliga 

Ann & Jack Bargahiser 

Bruce & Claudia Barrett 

Angus Barton 

Cassandra Barter 

Robert & Sandra Baxter 

Steve & Sue Beal 

Samantha Bachelder 

Richard Belt 

Kenneth & sherry Berger 

Karen Bierly 

Joel & Margaret Black 

HG & Nancy Bletner 

Sue Bloom 

Carl Bognar 

Chuck & Venetia Bramlage 

Dee & GregBrandes 

Judy Braneazio 

Linda Brogan 

Jennifer Brown 

Lynn Brown 

Cynthia Bulechek 

Peg Butler 

Cheryl & Bill Callis 

Si & Jane Carmean 

Marge Carnhan 

 

 

Mike & Carol Chambers 

Christopher Chengelis 

Margaret Clarke 

Irene Cooperrider 

Don & Rodilla Covert 

Jenny Crose 

Sandra Crowl 

Dick & Nancie Cummins 

Betty Davis 

Denise & Bill Deinbroer 

Don & Diana Plant 

John Drake 

Tom Drouhard 

Gary & Sally Dvorak 

Jennie Eklund 

Bill & Janet Ellsworth 

Earl Estep 

Mary Sue Fleishauer 

Tom & Sarah Freundlich 

Charlotte Gebhart 

Julie George 

Michele Gingerich 

Ruth Ann Griebling 

Thomas Griffiths 

Dale Hager 

Sieglinde Hahn 

Marianne Hamilton 

Jean Henshaw 

Carol & Tom Hillard 

Kevin Hils 

Sandra Homer 

Martha Hyatt 

David Jolin 

Gary Jones 

Kathy Jones 

Margaret Joyce 

Shirley Gerber 

Julia Schilling 

Winston Kaufman 

Robert Kennedy 

Joy Keoppel 

Eleanir Kline 

Karen Kriazis 

Robert Lardinais 

Audry Leon 

Sarah Lewis 

Don & Sharon Linicome 

 

Michael & Stephanie Mulherin 

John & Stephanie Neumann 

Gerri & TJ Nipper 

Joe & Donna O’ Brian 

Theresa O’Brian 

Mansfield Noon Optimist 

Hope Orr 

Kay Oster 

Jim & Bette Overmeir 

Bob & Erica Parnisari 

Dalton & Julie Paul 

Ethan & Isaac Peoples 

Dan & Sue Phallen 

Ronald Pilatowski 

Larry & Connie Post 

Doug & Carol Pretorius 

Jeff & Susan Price 

Pamela Ramson 

Pauline & Howard Whiston 

Sabrina & Joe Williamson 

Allison Wilson 

Jane Wingerd 

Jessica & Gavin Wokojance 

Ann & Jerry Wood 

Bruce Workman 

Marc & Susan Ziegler 

 

Rosemary Love 

Joe Lucas 

Janet Macadam 

Dane’s Marina 

Michael & Cheryl Markley 

Annette McCormick 

Patricia McGinty 

Chris McQuillen 

Darlene Meehan 

Dixie Mehock 

Grace & Carl Meister 

Carol Costa 

Mike Pikosz 

Lynne Miller 

Olive Miller 

Roberta Moore 

Vickie Morrison 

Joanne Mudra 
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INKIND SUPPORT 
Wilging Roush & Parson CPA 

McGee Water Analysis 

Woody Woods 

Wilging Meats 

Charles River Lab 

Kent University 

Homestead Springs Trout Farm 

Hull Veterinary 

J&F Construction 

Marco Photo 

Elk Ridge Pheasant Farm 

Ohio School of Falconry 

EVENT SPONSORS 
Corpad Company Inc         C. Richard Thompson        Columbus Zoo         Richland Bank 

ES Beveridge & Associates      Mechanics Bank     RFME Insurance   

Jamison Welling Drilling      Spherion       Dane’s Marina       Dairy Queen 

FOUNDATION SUPPORT 
Hire Family Foundation  

Russell & Mary Gimble Foundation 

Richland County Foundation 

     Carl & Anna Marie Fernyak Fund 

     Fran & Warren Rupp Fund  

     John P Gross Fund  

     Robert & Esther Black Family Fund  

     Jane & John Bradley Fund 

     Fred & Marian Hout Fund  
 

Grant funding supported:  

capacity building, capital improvements and 

repairs, internships, preschool outreach,  

summer camp program and development  

of the Nature Scape area.  

GENERAL DONATIONS 
Caitlin Wilson 

Pat Heffernan 

Luba Horsky 

Dru Winings 

Bacquet Family 

Robin Barrett 

Joe & Barbara 

Jackie Koch 

Don & Kris Shank 

Clare Clemons 

Dixie Mehock 

Bob & Willie Hunn 

Mansfield Rotary Club 

Marilyn Richie 

Ruth Ann Lindsey 

Ralph Roberts 

Wayne & Sandy Barter 

Martin & Emily Denes 

Julie Hoffman 

Jim Mayes 

Colene Horning 

Eleanir Kline 

John & Pat Fraifogl 

Jon Minard 

Jean Baliga 

RFME Insurance 

Debbie & Mike Bing 

Larry Grewe 

Karen & Carl Winstead 

Bob Kennedy 

Ron & Sharon Bolin 

Jeffrey Boals 

Pat & Jana Muherin 

Jeff & Debbie Smith 

Kelley Higginbotham 

John Ford 

ADOPT-A-BIRD 

Seymour the Great-horned Owl 

 Nick Landon 

 Wes Almond 

Pippin the Peregrine Falcon 

 Rawan Taraweh 

             Stephen & Stephanie Seyfried 

Blaze the Peregrine Falcon 

 Rawan Taraweh 

Barkley the Barred Owl 

 Steve Price 

Monty the Barn Owl 

 Taylor Price 

 Margareta Calvert 

 Regan Rauh 

 Michal & Larry Thompson 

Diesel the Red-shouldered Hawk 

 Emily Smith 

Winnie the Screech-Owl 

 Stefani Reo 

 Alex & Yoyo Fredericks 

Elliott the Black Vulture 

 Tom Hilliard 

 Amy Collins-Warfield 

Gus the Bald Eagle 

 CiCi Pizza 

MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS 
Lucy Claudio 

Rosae Pfeil 

Paul & Ruth Williams 

Bill Kline 

Nancy Fanello 

Charlene Omernick 

Vivian Rokfalusi 

Annessa Miller 

Bob & Val Gregory 

Paula Furst 

Tom & Tracy Tappan 

Marge Carnahan 

Maureen Stevens 

Rainbow Gardens 

Tom & Pam Valo 

Ayla Durr 

Barb Bechtler 

Jill & Phil Wilging 

Mary Mizelle 

Janet Brenot 

Taryn Cramer 

Wally Dalpan 

Don & Judy Warehimer 

Sharon & Thomas Wells 

Northampton Rotary Club 

Jean Baliga 

Bryan Howard 
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                                          Owl  $25 
  Annual newsletter and free admission to                      
                            bird display area.  

 

                                           Hawk       $50 
                          Owl member benefits plus free  
                              admission for two guests   
 

      
    Eagle       $100   
   Owl member benefits plus free  
   admission for unlimited number  
       of guests and a OBS mug 

 

  Falcon  $500 
   Eagle member benefits plus a OBS  
    t-shirt and free admission to all OBS special events.     

Member of  

Your membership supports our   
programs and the care of the education birds.  

Or Current Resident  
                      Ohio Bird Sanctuary    

                      3774 Orweiler Road 
                     Mansfield, OH  44903 

                      (419) 884-4295 
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