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WINTER 2019 

A STRONG FUTURE 
                Abby Bramlage, Operations Assistant 

2018 saw many changes at the Ohio Bird Sanctuary. With an eye toward the long-term success of the organization, we 
began to implement different ways in which to create a sustainable future. The Sanctuary has experienced tremendous 
growth over the past few years in almost all areas (visitors, people reached, birds in our care, etc.). To continue on this 
path, we needed to make necessary changes to prepare for the future. Moving forward into 2019, we hope you can help 
continue our momentum! There are many opportunities to do so, such as visiting and paying our newly introduced  
admission to the bird area, becoming a member, or adopting a bird, everything helps!! 

 
  Last March, after 18 years of being open to the public, the Sanctuary added a small admission   
  charge of $3 for an adult and $1 for a child to enter the bird display area. Everyone has been  
  supportive of this change and understand the need for this additional income to support our   
  growing collection of birds. For example, new this year to the collection are Alice, a female Bald    
  Eagle and Niles, a male American Kestrel. With your paid admission, you can visit Alice and Niles  
  and all of our feathered friends knowing you are supporting their care. Also, explore the Visitor  
  Center and meet our resident bantam chickens that have moved in for the winter. They are sure  
  to greet you at the door! While you are here, do not forget to grab a cup of food at the visitor  
  center desk to feed the birds in the aviary. Even in the winter months, we still have a few brave  
  birds in the aviary that will come visit. As always, you are welcome to hike our beautiful trails  
  and let your kid’s burn off winter energy at our newly completed nature scape at no charge.  
 

 
If you plan to visit the Sanctuary multiple times in 2019, you might find value in a membership. One popular membership 
perk is free admission all year long. This was a significant factor in our 63% growth in memberships last year. New this 
year, we will offer member only events and early registration for camps and special events. Even if you do not plan to visit 
often, becoming a member is the best way to support us, even from afar. It is never too late to become a member! 
 
Another great way to support the Ohio Bird Sanctuary is the Adopt-a-Bird program. No, this does not mean you get to 
take a bird home. Even better, your money goes to the care of a bird of your choice! At the $100 level, you receive a 
plaque of the bird you adopted, get an opportunity to meet the bird and ask their caretakers all about them. You will 
even get a chance to have a photo alongside the bird. Most of these encounters take place in our picturesque outdoor 
amphitheater. The Adopt-a-Bird program makes a great gift for people of all ages. 
 
Thank you for your support of the Ohio Bird Sanctuary. If you haven’t visited recently, now is a good time to come see all 
the new things we are doing. The Sanctuary is open Tuesday-Saturday from 10am-4pm and Sundays from 12pm-4pm. 
Friendly staff are available to answer your questions over the phone or in person. If you want to support us by becoming 
a member or adopting-a-bird, visit our website at ohiobirdsanctuary.com and click on “Support Us.”  
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    How Do You Train Your Birds? 
     Curator of Birds, Mary Meixner  
 
  This is a question that I get every once in a while.  Although the training process isn’t  
  something that every visitor or observer inquires about, the way we train reflects how we care    
  for and respect our birds.  When we train in such a way that our birds feel confident and  
  comfortable, it translates to effective and inspiring programming that makes a lasting 
   impression on those who see and hear it.  People walk away with a realization of how  
  beautiful and important these birds are in the wild.   

 
Working with a bird is a unique experience.  We don’t speak the same language or use the same nonverbal communication, 
so it is already more difficult than teaching a fellow human being!  It is as much a learning experience for me as it is for the 
bird I am training. The bird might be learning a single behavior, but I am learning to understand how his brain works, what 
motivates him, how to communicate with him, and how to earn his trust.  It is a complicated process, one in which I have to 
be aware of everything that could affect the training environment.  Before I have earned a bird’s trust, something as simple 
as wearing a different coat could be frightening to him. 
 
So how do we begin to train a bird to stand on a glove in front of a group of people?  The answer is slowly and one step at a 
time.  Even before we begin, we have already assessed the bird’s temperament to determine whether or not he would be a 
good candidate for education.  What does a good candidate look like?  A Red-tailed Hawk we admitted for rehabilitation 
back in November is a great example.  This bird came in with compromised hearing and no vision in one of his eyes, most 
likely the victim of a car strike.  Unfortunately, he is not releasable because of this.  However, from day one, we could hand 
feed this bird and clean his enclosure while he stood calmly on a perch.  He had an infection in his foot initially and we were 
able to soak his foot daily in Epsom salt without having to restrain him.  Because this bird has a calm demeanor and does not 
fear us, he is a good candidate for training to become an avian ambassador. 
 
Once we have decided that a bird is a good candidate, we begin training by earning the bird’s trust.  Most of the time, the 
best way to a bird’s heart is through his stomach!  Food is a great motivator.  Eventually, the bird learns that we=food.  He 
figures out that we bring him good things a few times a day and this helps to build trust.  Some of our birds, like Alice, our 
Bald Eagle and Elliott, our Black Vulture, are motivated by human interaction more than they are by food.  Training means 
that they get to spend some one-on-one time with us and this motivates them to learn.   
 
Gradually, we introduce the leather glove that the bird will be asked to stand on for  
programs, as well as the equipment he will need to wear.  Again, we do this in small steps 
with plenty of positive reinforcement—rewarding a desired behavior with something the 
animal likes.  We progress from simply wearing the glove while we feed the bird, to resting it 
on the perch as we feed, to having the bird step closer and closer to it for food.  Eventually, 
the bird is comfortable standing on the glove to be fed.  This can take more time or less 
time depending on the bird.  Alice, our Bald Eagle, allowed us to put her equipment on and 
stood on the glove very soon after we began training.  For some birds, this process can take 
several weeks. 
 
When the big day comes—the bird’s first program—we don’t ask the bird to be in front of a 
huge group of people.  Typically, our new avian ambassadors make their debut at our  
on-site Saturday keeper talks, which on a quiet day in the winter usually only have a handful 
of visitors.  If the bird is comfortable with this, we gradually progress to larger groups of  
people.  Crate training is also something we do to prepare for off-site programs.  This is also 
a slow and careful process to ensure that the bird is calm going in and out of the crate,  
riding in the van, etc.     
 
Training takes patience and understanding, but when it is done right, it can be enriching and enjoyable for both the birds 
and for us the staff.  It is rewarding for us to watch each new avian ambassador succeed, not only because we are proud 
caretakers, but because it means we succeeded, too, in creating a positive training experience that empowers the bird. 

 

  2018 Bird Report 
  The Sanctuary admitted over 275 injured and orphaned birds in 2018.  Many of these birds were able     
  to be released back into the wild, but a few now call OBS home, including an American Kestrel and a    
  Bald Eagle who are currently going through training to become avian ambassadors.  Our Flight  
  Complex continues to help large raptors from all over the state return to the wild healthy and strong.   
 
  As we get deeper into the new year, we are planning to establish a more consistent enrichment  
  program for our birds.  You can help!  Enrichment items can be donated to the Sanctuary through our    
  Amazon wish list.   
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 2018 ANNUAL REPORT  

FINANCIAL REPORT 
January 1, 2018-December 31, 2018 
 
The Sanctuary made a milestone shift in its revenue stream 
in 2018. Generated income surpassed percentage of  
charitable income creating a more financially stable  
organization. The Sanctuary can operate the majority of 
daily operations through generated income with only 33% 
of the budget depending on charitable contributions. This 
sets us apart from many of our peer groups and assures 
high quality of care for our feathered friends and the ability 
to operate a year-round facility open to the public. 

The 2018 Annual Report contains our financial information, list of donors and members and a summary of programs and 
services for the calendar year. We apologize for any omissions of names of individuals or corporations that have provided 
support but, be assured we are truly grateful. We also added articles by staff providing an overview of the year and  
highlights that make OBS a rare community asset .  
 

The Ohio Bird Sanctuary was designated the 2018 Non-profit of the Year by the Chamber of Commerce. This is a direct  
reflection on the generous community support, dedicated staff and volunteers, and the strong business practices that  
empower OBS. We are very honored to receive this recognition.  
 

A special thank you to the Wallis Foundation and Donor Advised funds of the Richland County Foundation that funded our 
capital improvements projects; construction of the Naturescape, renovations of Visitor Center and repair and renovations of   
Apollo’s Hideaway Field Classroom.  
 
            New in 2018 is the Wings of Hope corporate sponsorship opportunity. The Sanctuary is partnering 
            with corporations to support the daily care of the eighteen Avian Ambassadors that assist staff in 
            environmental education and travel to schools. Please contact Mary Meixner, Curator of Birds, if you 
            are interesting in participating in this partnership.  
 
            Thank you to Taylor Metal Products for leading the initiative by being our first Wings of Hope sponsor! 
 
                                                                                                                               Gail Laux, Executive Director 
 

INCOME 
Donations       89,620 
Programs        57,104 
Grants             26,305 
Endowment    23,620 
Memberships  19,666 
Admission  14,762 
Rental   13,260 
          $269,394 

EXPENSES 
Bird Care   104,580 
Programs     68,159 
Operations      44,113 
Events & Fund-Raising    25,518 
Grounds & Facilities    25,169 
Capital Improvements    20,784 
Rental         2,600 
             $290,923 

Note : Expenses surpass income in 2018 on account that $25,000 in 

funding for renovations were received in 2017 and expensed in 2018.  

2018 Adopt-A-Bird Sponsors  
 
Elliott the Black Vulture by Amy Collins-Warfield 
Pippin the Peregrine Falcon by Stefani Rossi Reo, Audrey Cantor 
Diesel the Red-shouldered Hawk by Gary Binkoski, Ellen McClain 
Freeway the American Kestrel by Markah Frost 
Barkley the Barred Owl by Sandra Kudy, Markah Frost 
Jake the Blue Jay by Ian Wright 
Phoenix the Harris’s Hawk by Jeff Ehrhart 
Ichabod the Turkey Vulture by Collette Jordan, Stella Jordan 
Alice the Bald Eagle by John Smith 
CeCe the Crow by Dutch Blankenship 
  
                          Wings of Hope by Taylor Metal Products 
 
 

Seymour the Great-horned Owl by Wes Almond,  
                                             Mason & Braxton Trittschul 
 

Monty the Barn Owl by Margareta Calvert, Jessica Deeds  
  Michal & Larry Thompson, Regan Rauh, 
  Kristyn Smith, Alexander Jensen 
 

Winnie the Screech-Owl by Liam Masters, Nicolas Kelly,  
  Ryan Gannon, Patricia Ruzga,  
                          Sean, Jenn, Pixie & Caroline Beavis,  
 
Blaze the Peregrine Falcon by Lilly Moherman,  
                         Janes Reeves, Lillian & Weston Trittschul 



2018 OHIO BIRD SANCTUARY  
EAGLE, FALCON & HAWK LEVEL MEMBERS 

 
Ralph Roberts 
Kendra Roberts 
Donna Scott 
Dean Sheldon 
Tom & Pam Siegenthaler 
Michael & Nancy Stover 
Kathy Wallace 
Tom Waryas 
Margie Watson 
Janice Watson 
Travis & Kiah Weber 
Pat Williamson 
Scott & Mary Young 

Val Ashcraft 
Jean Auxter 
Janet Baker 
Bruce & Claudia Barrett 
Robin & Bob Barrett 
Angus Barton 
Robert & Sandra Baxter 
Ken & Sherry Berger 
Karen Bierly 
Vincent & Jo Black 
Sharon Bolin 
Michele Botkin 
Abby & Zak Bramlage 
Judy Brancazio 
Robert Buskey 
Douglas Cantrell 
Michal & Carol Chambers 
Ashley Clark 
Claire Clemons 
Anissa & Steve Cochron 
Irene Cooperrider 
Bambi Corwin 
Maureen David 
Darryl & Cynthia Drotleff 
Gary & Sally Dvorak 
Jeff Ehrhart 
Bill & Janet Ellsworth 
Jon & Pat Fraifogl 
Andrea Franks 
Leslie Gardner 
James Henson 
Will & Mary Hockersmith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FALCON 
Charles & Carolyn Hootman 
William & Kathleen Hurdle 
Kathy Jones 
Gorgon Jones 
Lynn Kneile 
Jackie Koch 
Lois Kozlowski 
Cynthia Leininger 
Dan & Lisa Mace 
Shari & Sara Mason 
Dixie Mehock 
Grace & Carl Meister 
Rodney & Robyn Miller 
John Moore 
Edward Mularz 
Patrick & Jana Muherin 
Ervin & Carol Myers 
Eric & Carol Olsen 
Debra and Winston Page 
Ray Piar 
Sheila Pifer 
John & Jenny Pilarowski 
Larry & Connie post 
Rick & Kathy Price 
 

EAGLE 
 

Jim & Andrea Arnholt 
Sharon R. Ault 
Venetia & Chuck Bramlage 
Jayne Caskie 
Jennie Eklund 
Keil Hollingsworth 
Janet Kohr 
Gary & Julie Nickrand 
Katherine Peresie 
Stephen Scott 
Shira Sons Painting 
Rand & Mary Smith 
Jane Wingerd 

Thomas Reister 
Kathleen & Rob Ridenhour 
Parker Rine 
Dick & Salli Rohm 
Virginia & Felix Roquemore 
CJ & Andi Schonauer 
Pete & Trish Shaffer 
Riss & Delores Shorts 
Irv & Melinda Simon 
Pam Smith 
Tim Steinmetz 
Richard Stoffer 
Carolyn Stoner 
Robert Tannehill 
Mary Louise Thomas 
John Tobin 
Carrie & Ben Troyer 
Greg & Susan Vigesaa 
Pat Voelp 
Mark & Susan Webster 
Merris Welge 
Carl Winstead 
Jim & Mary Wise 
Chip & Traci Wolfe 
Bruce Workman 
Chuck & Carol Zipfel 
Richard & Barbara Poffenbaugh 
Snake Hunters Conservation Club 
Rob Workman & Amy Crutchfield 
Douglas Henry & Francoise Patterson 
Jon Mumaw & Jennifer Hurst 
Kassandra Watt & Jonathan Sowash 

HAWK 
 
Joie Anderson 
Ruth Auker 
Tom Bailey 
Jean Baliga 
Terry Baumgardt 
Nancy Bletner 
Robert V. Bogantz 
Jennifer Brady 
Janet Brenot 
Josh Brown 
Bethel Burton 
William & Cheryl Callis 
Philip Chapman 
Robert & Evelyn Chilote 
Charles Ciola 
Margaret Clarke 
Robert Coe 
Mary & Bernie Collet 
Erich Diener 
Susan Edwards 
Matt & Jamie Emerson 

 
Tom Fishburn 
Jean Foor 
John Ford 
Linda & Mike Gooden 
Leo & Bev Hartings 
Rick & Judy Heckert 
Tim Hicks 
Lois Howard 
Rebecca Huston 
Margaret Joyce 
Jan & Gary Kennedy 
Cathy & Bruce Knox 
Jean LaBarge 
Kathleen LeClair 
Donald & Sharon Linicome 
Jane & Rick Mackey 
Catherine Maddon 
Barb & John Makley 
Paul & Nancy Martin 
Matt Martin 
Marvella McClusky 
Jan McCracken 

 
Den & Kate McDonnell 
Patricia McGinty 
Jayne & Winfield Meek 
Olive Miller 
Todd Miller 
Tom & Vera Millikin 
Adelle Morley 
Mike & Stephanie Mulherin 
Martha & John Mortland 
Gayle Myers 
Steve Neff 
John & Stephanie Neumann 
Amy Norris 
Dalton & Julie Paul 
Bruce & Margie Phipps 
Robert & Susan Price 
Kathy Quickle 
Stephanie Ray 
Ron & Linda Reese 
Lori & Kirk Reese 
Rick Risner 
Grove Rinehart 
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Cynthia Adam 
Phadia Adams 
Kathy Adams 
Sara Amburgy 
San Aquino 
Chris Au 
Bette Backus 
Terry Baird 
Karen Barrett 
Wayne & Sandy Bartter 
Saen & Jennifer Beavis 
Brian Bechtel 
Barbara Bechtler 
Justin Beck 
Derek Beck 
David Beer 
Andrew Beilstein 
Aylssa Biddle 
Nicole Biglin 
Lilly Blankenship 
Cathy Boozer 
Alana Born 
Preston Boyd 
Sydney Boyd 
Sage Brewer 
Jan Broomall 
Jim & Tami Bryan 
Buchwalter family 
Stanley Cap 
Suzy Casey 
Elizabeth Castle 
Twyla Chalk 
Unger Chelsey 
Michael & Candace Childers 
Amanda & Sue Cicila 
Tiffany Cochran 
Brittany Cottrill 
Gary Cowell Jr. 
Carie Crenshaw 
Virginia Crowgey 
Sandee Crowl 
Andrew Crowl 
Cari & Jesse Cumlick 
James Dahl 
Cheryl Daugherty 
Ashley DeFrancisco 
Mark Delaney 
J.R. Derrenberger 
Sawyer & Samantha Detwiler 
Kelly Dickhof 
Daniel & Megan Dowell 
Elois Dunham 
Tyler & Jess Dunn 
Krista Eagle 
Melanie Elias 
Mark & Pamela Ellis 
 
 

Hugo Estrada 
Pat Fabrisi 
Marsha Farrell 
Cheryl Fink 
Julie Flaherty 
Melissa & Jeremy Ford 
Seth Franklin 
Andy Fulton 
Holly Gaitten 
Tom Gallovich 
Kati Gardner 
Tori Garrett 
Matt Garrison 
Sarah Gast 
Irene Maginniss Gilbert 
Sophia & Shannon Gledhill 
Thomas & Ingrid Griffiths 
Lindey Grove 
Brittany Grover 
Ed & Doris Gyenes 
Amanda Hamilton 
Kelly Hand 
Angie Harig 
Arnold & Gunda Haring 
Leah Hart 
Terry Hartzell 
Susan Heichel 
Heather Heil 
John & Vicki Herman 
River Hess 
Carol Heter 
Tim Hill 
Susan Heichel 
Amanda Hockman 
Teresa Holland 
Max Hostetler 
Bernadette Hunbacher 
Jeremy Hughes 
Adam Hunter 
Ingersoll Family 
Amy Irwin 
Luke Jabara 
Jacobs Family 
David Johnson 
Harold & Norma Kahl 
Henry Kamplin 
Alan & Kathy Kapustar 
Lois Karlen 
Erin Keffallas 
Jenny Kimpton 
Paul Kingman Jr 
 

Richard Kinney 
Sam & Whitney Kleilein 
Leanne Koenig 
Betty Korol 
Phillip Krassow 
Brian Krieger 
Tina LaFeure 
Crystal Lake 
Christy Landon 
Steve Lane 
David & Rachel Lashley 
Robert & Janice Lewis 
Chris & Carrie Liebtag 
Jonas & Erica Locke 
Chet Lowe 
Ed Lux 
Angela Lynch 
Leas MacAdam 
Susan Martin 
Jason Martin 
George & Dody Matthews 
Fred & Ardith Mauck 
Chris May 
Cindy Mayhugh 
Tim & Tracy McCane 
Kathy McCown 
Stephen McDonnell 
Robert McFarland 
Amy McKenzie 
McMaken Family 
Dennis McMillen 
Jill McNulty 
Amber Melvin 
Becky Metzger 
Jim & Barb Miller 
Bill and Carol Miller 
Larry Miller 
Tracie Moffo 
Amelia Mooney 
Roberta Moore 
Laura Mora 
Bethany Mueller 
Ron & Susie Muth 
Archie & Sherry Naysmith 
Tanya Nell 
Kym Nguyen 
Gerri & TJ Nipper 
Noblet Family 
Darlene Oblinger 
Audrey O’Brian 
Melissa Ott 
Palmer Family 
Stephanie Papst 
Morgan Pletcher 
Mary Plogsted 
Jill Pore 
Pamela Priddy 
Mary Quinn-Herring 
Lindi Rabal 
John & Diane Radosevich 
Geri Rea 
Tim & Dottie Rector 
Erin & Logan Slone 

 
Aleta Lynn Reed 
Janie Reeves 
Heather Reichelderfer 
Ellen & Jim Riddle 
Kate Robbins 
Peter & Susan Roberts 
Jeff & Karen Robertson 
Rose Family 
Mary Roush 
Margo Rowen 
Roger Rush 
Cara Russell 
Bryan Sanchez 
Heather & Jared Schulthesis 
Julie & Brad Schwartz 
Amanda Serist 
Chris Shirey 
Angela Sims 
Katrina Slabaugh 
Curby Slone 
Jessica Smail 
Tobie Smith 
Penny Smith 
Tyler Smith 
Smith Family 
Matthew Stanfield 
Michele & Jim Starkey 
Charlene Starr 
Stefanie Stoops 
Doug & Sally Strine 
Gary & Judith Stroup 
Megan Studer 
Bryan & Kristen Stull 
Jennifer & Jason Stumpf 
Sarah Sunday 
Lisa Taunt 
Myca Taylor 
George Themelils 
Wes & Kristina Tomlinson 
Samantha Tracy 
Lisa Troiona 
Barbara Tucker 
Van Buren Family 
Lori Vance 
Michelle Wagner 
Landon Walker 
Kolby Wasserbeck 
Sandra Webb 
Rachel Welty 
Frank & Thersa Wilhoit 
Ian Wilson 
Sandy Winland 
Ann Wood 
Nick Woodburn 
Betty Lou Woodward 
Janet Yockey 
Blake Sugerberg & Cerena Cernik 
Cassandra Parente & Matthew Richlovsky 

Jill Sedlacek & Ted Rigsby 
Kalen Johnson & Mandy Tesso 
Susan Wright & Donnie Schaffer 
                  Miami Valley Audubon 
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Linda & Mark Albert 
Beth Alphin 
Tatiana Ambrose 
Dane & Patrice Anderson 
Jarod Anderson 
Susan Arnold 
Mark & Sandi Arnold 
Marvin & Barbara Aubrey 
Sharon Ault 
Tim & Julie Babcock 
Natalie Badnell 
Noah and Emily Baer 
Tom Bailey 
Jean Baliga 
Ernie & Gina Bandy 
Ann & Jack Bargahiser 
Bruce & Claudia Barrett 
Bob & Robin Barrett 
Mike & Stephanie Barto 
Angus Barton 
Sandra & Robert Baxter 
Steve & Sue Beal 
Barbara Bechtler 
Renate & Neil Bernstein 
Rhonda & Dennis Berry 
Vincent & Jo Black 
Laura Blankenship 
Carl Bogar 
Herb Bores 
Mitch Boyd 
Janet Brenot 
Robert & Brenda Brandenburg 
Linda Broegan 
Lynn Brown 
Robert Buskey 
Si & Jane Carmean 
Marge Carnahan 
Mike & Carol Chamber 
Phala Chatwin 
Ailana Chries 
Barbara Cindr 
Margaret Clarke 
Evan Cobb 
Robert Coe 
Christine Coe 
Bernie & Mary Collet 
Linda Collins 
Lynn Cooke 
Irene Cooperrider 
Bob & Judy Coppersmith 
Lawrence Cornell 
Don & Rodella Covert 
Diane Crosthwaite 
Chris & Catherine Crawford 
Taryn Cramer 
Chris Crawford 
Linda Crooks 
Jenny Crose 
Richard Cummins 
Wally Dalpan 
Betty Davis 
Shelby Dements 
Martin & Emily Denes 
Candace Denning 
Brenda Dennison 
Gary & Sally Dvorak 
Guy Denny 
Jennifer Dixon 
Susan Edwards 
Jennie Eklund 
Estep Express 
 

Thank you to all the individuals and corporations who supported the Sanctuary 
through donations to the Annual Appeal, sponsored special events, purchased 
items from our wish list, donated food for our birds of prey and/or provided  
in-kind professional services. 

Charles Evans 
Marilyn Evenson 
Marsha & Joe Farrell 
Mimi & John Fernyak 
Diana & Steve Fike 
Shirley Fissell 
Mary Sue Fleischauer 
Jean Foor 
John Ford 
Harry & Joann Fox 
Sonny Fraizer 
Paula Furst 
Chris & Tammy Gabrelcik 
Scott Galster 
Norma Gasking 
Julia George 
Larry Gibbs 
Michele Gingerich 
Linda & Mike Gooden 
Chip & Jan Gross 
Rick Gunder 
Dale & Pamela Hager 
Marianne Hamilton 
Ewald Hammerle 
Pam Hartley 
Edward Hasenflue 
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Patricia Heffernan 
Denise Hendershott 
Jim Henson 
DeEette Hering 
Becky & Kevin Hils 
Wilbur & Mary Hockersmith 
Orr Hope 
Charles Hotman 
Bryan Howard 
Lois Howard 
Laurance Jeanblanc 
James Jensen 
David Jolin 
Gary & Jan Jones 
Gordon Jones 
Winston Kaufman 
Linda Kelly 
Bob Kennedy 
Joy Keoppel 
Eleanir Kline 
Cathy Knox 
Dick & Joyce Kulka 
Cyndi Kunz 
Robert Lardinais 
Stephanie Laser 
Gail & Chris Laux 
Jim Lavelle 
Carrie Levering 
Joe & Dee Licursi 
Ruth Ann Lindsey 
Don & Sharon Linicome 
Rosemary Love 
Joseph Lucas 
Janet Macadam 
Dan & Lisa Mace 
Sheri Mason 
Suzanne Mayer 
Jim & Debbie Mayes 
Chris McQuillen 
Darlene Meehan 
Dixie Mehock 
Shelly Melchior 
Grace & Carl Meister 
Becky Metzger 
David Mills 

Gary Mion 
Mary Mizelle 
Jeff & Luris Monica 
Vickie Moran 
Adelle Morley 
Doyle Morris 
Joanne Mudra 
Sue & Ron Muth 
Ed & Celia Mularz 
Pete Nelson 
John & Jane Newman 
Julie Nickrands 
Gerri & TJ Nipper 
Joe & Donna O’Brien 
Theresa O’Brian 
Joe & Donna O’Brien 
Tim Organ 
Patti Patrick 
Richard & Ellen Patchen 
Matt & Becky Payne 
Sheryl Peterson-Tesch 
Dan & Sue Phallen 
Judy Plichta 
Ray Piar 
Michael Pikosz 
John & Jenny Pilarowski 
Laszlo Piroska 
Doug & Carol Pretorius 
Jeff & Sue Price 
Beth Prince 
Sharon Rebmann 
Hazel Reese 
Linda Reese 
Lydia Reid 
Walter & Kay Ruess 
Marilyn Ritchie 
Annette Roesler 
Dick & Salli Rohm 
Christina & Chris Rose 
Linnea Rowse 
Keith Rutan 
Jacqueline Sanders 
John Satanek 
Ted & Heidi Sazdanoff 
Rick & Patty Schroeder 
Donna Shea 
Maureen Severns 
Dave & Theresa Siebold 
Bipan Shah 
Don & Kris Ann Shank 
Dean Sheldon 
Jim Skeen 
Tobie Smith 
Pamela Smith 
Penny Smith 
Abigail Smith 
Jeffry & Debra Smith 
Sherry & Gary Spencer 
Darrell & Brenda Starr-Jude 
Jill & Rich Steele 
Pam Steinbach 
Chris Steiner 
Susan Stevens 
Richard & Cathy Stoffer 
Carolyn Stoner 
Storm Family 
Rob & Angie Sturgill 
Fred & Alwine Stull 
Tracy & Tom Tappan 
Lisa Taunt 
Tim & Nancy Teeter 
Julie Timberlake 

Friends and Flowers Garden Club 
Homestead Springs Trout Farm 
Horizon Mechanical & Electrical 
Hull Veterinary 
Jamison Welling Drilling 
Kastran Karpets 
Kent University 
Mansfield Noon Optimist Club 
MARCA 
McGee Technical Water Service 
Mechanics Bank  
Mid Atlantic Exotic Bird Society 
Nationwide Foundation 
Northhampton Rotary Club 
North Liberty Garden Club 
Ohio Division of Fisheries 
1152 Order of the Owls 
Pioneer Vocation School 
Richland Bank 
Richland County Corrections 
Richland Source 
Richland PC 
SPS Management 
Russell & Mary Gimbel Foundation 
Sherwin Williams Store 1128 
Smith Hardware 
St Paul Lutheran Church 
Steffel Transport 
Taylor Metal Products 
Walter Graphics 
Wilging Roush and Parsons CPA 
Woody Woods 
Wilgings Meats 

Carolyn & Larry Toms 
Barbara Tucker 
Gary & Susan Vigesaa 
Pat Voelp 
Thomas & Pamela Valo 
Lori Vance 
Justine Villasenor 
Charles Wagner 
Cathy Jo Walters 
Bonnie Warner 
Robin Webb 
Beth Wallis 
Don & Judy Warehime 
Karen Ward 
Bonnie Warner 
Carole Weber 
John & Tresa Wehinger 
Marilyn Weiler 
Sharon & Thomas Wells 
Howard Whiston 
Penny Whiting 
Frederick & Jane Wiecher 
Joe & Sabrina Williamson 
Jane Wingerd 
Abby & Allie Witchey 
Tom & Nancy Witkowski 
Bruce Workmen 
Lura & Thomas Zitelberger 
Boyd Addleberger & Cindy Fowler 
Jerry Stites & Sue Zarbock 
Shirley Gerber & Julia Schilling 

 

Ashland Farm & Home 
Barrister Title Group 
Butterball Rodent 
Broderick Data Systems 
Buckeye Refuse 
Chris Blankenship Excavating  
Charles River Labs 
Corpad Company Inc 
Grahams Auto Mall 
ES Wealth Management  
Elks of Lexington 
Elkridge Pheasant Farm 
Elzy Milling and Trade 



 MEET OUR EDUCATION PROGRAM COORDINATOR 
   Emily Smith 
 
  In June of 2018, I began as the Education Program Coordinator here at the Ohio Bird  
  Sanctuary. While I have been in this position for less than a year, my experience with the     
  Sanctuary actually began long before then. As a child, I was much like many of the children  
  that visit the Sanctuary today: curious and excited about nature! I can remember the  
  numerous times my grandpa would bring me to the Sanctuary to visit the birds and go  
  hiking on the trails. I also remember the Ohio Bird Sanctuary coming to my class in  
  elementary school. Who would’ve thought back then that I would one day work at the  
  Sanctuary?  

 
During the summers of 2016 and 2017, I was able to intern at the Sanctuary. It was during my time as the education 
intern that I realized how much I love the field of environmental education. As the Education Program Coordinator, I 
oversee all the Nature Camps as well as the Junior Naturalist Program. I help with field trips, outreach programs,  
on-site programs, and the home school program. I also plan all the children’s activities and crafts at our major events.  
 
In this position, I have the opportunity to impact how people (particularly young people) perceive the natural world. 
During some of our camps and programs, children get to meet our Avian Ambassadors, go exploring in streams, and 
build shelters in the woods. We play games and make crafts that relate to our theme. One of my favorite parts of my 
job is the look of awe and excitement on a child’s face when they learn something new. I will never get tired of the 
reactions I get from telling a class of elementary students that peregrine falcons are the fastest animals in the world, 
crows are so intelligent they can mimic sounds, and vultures will projectile vomit when disturbed! 

 
  I very much enjoy being the Education Program Coordinator here at the Sanctuary. Through     
  this position, I can combine my love of wildlife and the outdoors with my desire to teach  
  children (and adults) about nature! It is my hope that by exposing young students to nature and  
  allowing them to learn and play outside, they will develop an appreciation and respect for the  
  environment. And who knows, maybe they will want to work at the Bird Sanctuary one day too!  
 

 

2018 Program Report  
School & Community Outreach  
1121 students experienced outreach programming from OBS in school. This represents 83  
classes from 27 schools. Over 10,000 people experienced outreach programming in a variety of 
community settings. 46 different programs were offered in settings such as libraries, museums, 
churches, senior centers, camps, and community events. Bird of Prey Programs were offered at 
the Mohican Lodge every Saturday evening from April – November. 
  
Field Trips & On-Site Programs 
1647 students visited the Ohio Bird Sanctuary for a field trip. Field Trips range from 1.5-4 hours 
and can be individually catered for students pre-school through high school. 22 home school  
students experienced on-going programming over 9 monthly sessions. Keeper talks were held 
every Saturday at the Sanctuary. 
 

Nature Camps 
Throughout the year, the Ohio Bird Sanctuary offers Nature Camps for children ages 6-12 years old. This included 3 
winter camps, 1 spring camp, and 5 summer camps. 73 children participated in camp with many coming for more than 
one camp! Two weeks of nature camp were also offered for students from the Friendly House. Funding for the  
Friendly House Camp is provided by the Richland County Foundation Summertime Kids Program and the Richland 
County Youth and Family Council.  

  Junior Naturalists 
  The Junior Naturalist program is made up of students ages 13 to 18 years old  
  who exhibit a strong interest in nature. In 2018, the group served OBS in  
  numerous ways as well as traveled on field trips to learn about a variety of  
  environmental topics. At the Sanctuary, they helped with our major festivals,    
  summer camps, as well as grounds maintenance on the trails and in the  
  meadow. The group also took field trips to the Wildlife Diversity Conference in  
  Columbus, Ashland University Wetlands Lab, Seneca Caverns, Canoe Trip  
  along the Walhonding River, and a Fall Bird Banding event at Lowe Volk Park.  
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                                          Owl  $25 
 Free admission for one family to bird display area 

Discount on admission fees for events.  
                                     

Hawk   $50 
Owl level benefits plus free admission to bird display area 
for two guests. Free admission to member only events.   
 

Falcon   $100   
Hawk level benefits plus free admission to bird display 
area for unlimited number of guests. Discount on fees for 
events and camp registration. Souvenir OBS Mug. 

   
Eagle  $500 
Falcon level benefits plus free  
admission to all special events and  
a souvenir OBS shirt.     

Become an Ohio Bird Sanctuary  
member today and receive free admission and     

           invitation to member only events! 

Or current resident 

 
Ohio Bird Sanctuary    
  3774 Orweiler Road 
  Mansfield, OH  44903 

Visitor Center and Trail Hours 
Tuesday-Saturday    10 am - 4 pm Sunday     12 -4 pm 

Closed Monday and Holidays 

———————————- 

Admission to Bird Display Area (members free) 

$1/Child     $3/ Adult 
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