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 WHAT A YEAR IT HAS BEEN! 

Everyone will have a story that defines 2020. It tested our patience, 
compelled us to show compassion towards those around us, and  
challenged our ability to adapt. The staff and board of the Sanctuary 
firmly believe that this organization was able to provide many bright 
spots for those it touched in 2020. The month-long stay-at-home order 
in March created the opportunity for individuals to experience nature in 
their own back yards. This led to many inquiries to the Sanctuary staff 
to identify species or explain behaviors that were being observed.  It 
was a great opportunity to share information about natural behaviors 
and in some cases instruct the individual on how to safety assist the 
animal without removing it from its environment. Once the stay-at- 
home order was lifted, spring rapidly revealed a large influx of birds 
requiring care due to many of our peer rehabilitation organizations  
remaining closed. Fortunately, many of the individuals who found birds 
were working from home, and a road trip to the Sanctuary was a great 
reason to get out of the house.  We experienced a fifty-seven percent increase in bird care cases. For those birds 
that could be successfully released, many individuals had the opportunity to be a part of the release. A great 
way to lift your spirits! 

  
The Sanctuary saw a seventy-six percent increase in visitors seeking outdoor activities. 
The 90 acres preserve offered a place to take a short hike, have a picnic lunch, and  
enjoy encounters with wildlife. Many families would travel from opposite ends of the 
state to meet and spend an afternoon at the Sanctuary.  It was great to see so many 
people discovering the joys of nature. The Sanctuary also became a catalyst for an 
 increased interest in fishing. We reached out to the community to help us feed the  
eagles in our care by donating fresh caught fish. Because the influx of birds this year 
included eight eagles, we were feeding up to 10 pounds of fish a day.  Daily individuals 
would arrive with catches from local ponds and the Great Lakes. We had husbands 
thanking us for giving them a reason to fish more and families excited to find a new 
activity they could do together. Our eagles feasted on Bluegill, Sheepshead, Catfish, 
Carp, Perch, Trout, and even Salmon.   
  

  
These positive shifts toward families embarking on outdoor excursions impels 
the Sanctuary to look at how we can better serve our visitors. We are looking 
towards the future with plans to enhance the trail system. The Treehouse-
classroom will be the major addition and we plan to improve stream crossing, 
create more wildlife observation areas, and add educational stations. This year 
not only did we experience an increase in visitors, but we also saw an increase 
in the length of stay. Our goal is to create a facility that can offer a destination 
that provides a full day of outdoor activities.  
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Mark your calendar! Nelson Treehouse and Supply will be breaking 
ground on the Treehouse – Classroom July 2021. The build is 
projected to take 25 days on site. The Treehouse builders will start 
the build in their workshop this winter and transport portions to 
the Sanctuary in July.  Thank you to the individuals, corporations, 
and foundations that have supported this dream!  
 
We will be recruiting volunteers to assist with carpentry work and 
help reduce remaining cost of the build. Contact the Sanctuary if 
you would be interested in donating your carpentry skills.  



  

    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

    

FINANCIAL REPORT 
January 1, 2020-December 31, 2020 
 
The Ohio Bird Sanctuary board had established financial goals for 2020 to build the organization’s sustainability. 
Initiatives were established to make shifts in the revenue stream that would start to generate the funds needed 
to support our mission and services. The unforeseen impact of the pandemic shutdowns derailed these financial 
objectives. Program income dropped 59%, and rental income was reduced by 32%. Fortunately, OBS was able to 
bridge the forecasted gap by 70% through altering programming and reducing operational costs.  
 
Generous donations and a 60% increase in visitors aided in supporting the Sanctuary in 2020. Most  
expenses were able to be reduced except for food and medical supplies for bird care. This experienced a 65% 
increase. Staffing and general operations were supplemented through the Payroll Protection Program and the 
James Gorman Donor Advised Fund at the Richland County Foundation.  
 
The Treehouse Classroom construction was postponed due to the COVID restraints and to allow time to raise 
the remaining funds needed for construction.  
 

2020 ANNUAL REPORT  
 
The 2020 Annual Report contains our financial information, list of donors and members, and a summary of  
programs and services for the calendar year. We apologize for any omissions of names of individuals or  
corporations that have provided support. Be assured we are truly grateful.  
 
A special thank you to all the volunteers who graciously staff the front desk, assist with programs, work events, 
process mailings, build enclosures, and maintain the grounds and trails. The Sanctuary could not successfully  
carry out its mission without these individuals. Thank you to Bette Backus, Jillian Kaufman, Mitch Boyd, Jim King, 
Jordan Tackett, Cheryl Callis, Si Carmean, Sue Cicila, Linda Collins, Paul Gosser, Brian Smith, Chuck Hootman, Dr. 
Melanie Hull, Chris Laux, Wendy Marshall, Ron Muth, Debra and Winston Page, Dave Polter, Eileen Ramsay, Pam 
Shepherd, Chris Steiner, Tyler Theaker, Jen Volz, Pam Taylor, and all our Junior Naturalists.  
 
                                                                                                                                        Gail Laux, Executive Director 
 

INCOME 
Capital Campaigns 81,262* 
Donations                    84,854    
Programs         28,430 
Grants              84,818 
Endowment     45,080 
Memberships   27,528 
Admission    25,805    
Rental              4,800      
Gift Shop               11,855 
Payroll Protection 30,000 
Events       4,038 
                            $428,470 

EXPENSES 
Bird Care      108,060 
Education       96,962 
Operations      48,221 
Capital Improvements    64,588 
Grounds & Facilities    10,203 
Events & Fund-Raising     4,361 
Gift Shop           3,941 
Rental            2,824 
              $339,160 

*Capital Campaign income received in 2020 was designated for the construction of the Treehouse-Classroom.   



    ….. 
AVIAN REPORT   

2020 was a record year for the Sanctuary in terms of the number of birds we  
received for care.  This was largely due to the Covid-19 pandemic. We were one of 
the only rehabilitation facilities in Ohio that continued to take in injured birds 
throughout the lockdown that began in March. In addition, many people worked 
from home and tried new outdoor activities. This led them to rediscover their own 
backyards and other natural spaces where they then found birds that needed our 
help. Normally, we receive 200-250 birds each year. This year, we took in a total of 
438 birds, comprised of 59 species. We were able to return many of these birds back 
into the wild. 

 
 
Thankfully, we were able to prepare for this record year. During the shutdown in 
March, we used the time we were closed to the public to finish the Bird Barn, repair 
enclosures, and catch up on projects. The Bird Barn ended up being a lifesaver! The 
addition of three 8-foot by 8-foot rooms, plus extra space in the main area, allowed us 
to successfully manage the record number of birds. It 
also improved our ability to raise orphaned raptors 
without imprinting them. These youngsters were able 
to be housed in the Bird Barn where they could not 
hear or see people regularly. As a result, these young 
birds were able to be returned to the wild.  Our adult 
patients also appreciated a quiet place to recover.  
 
The Bird Barn and Flight Complex were also crucial in 
providing space for the eight bald eagles we cared for 
this year. Seven of these were juvenile birds. It is 
amazing to witness how this species has made a  
comeback in our state!  

 
In summary, 2020 was a little crazy for everyone, including us! Thank you for the 
support you have given us.  Whether you helped us build the Bird Barn, drove 2-4 
hours to bring us an injured bird, or supported us by visiting for the first time, 
thank you!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Juvenile Bald Eagle transferred 
from Ohio Wildlife Center for  
conditioning in flight cage.  

These young birds are great examples of our successes!     (Left to Right)    
Young Red-shouldered Hawk (nick-named Isaac Newton) recovers from two broken wings and is released here at the  

Sanctuary. Displaced nestling Carolina Wrens and Blue Bird raised and released. Hatching Turkey Vulture 
 identified and property owner instructed how to return it to its parents. 

Fledgling Screech-Owls 
thriving in the seclusion of 
the Bird Barn.  



    ….. 
EDUCATION & EVENT REPORT     
2020 Program Summary 
As expected, our Educational Programming in 2020 was greatly impacted by COVID-19. 
We were unable to take part in many of the field trips, in-school visits, library programs, 
events, and other programs we would have done on a normal year. We deeply missed 
being able to share our love and enthusiasm for birds with people in the form of our 
programs. But it was not all “doom and gloom.” While our numbers certainly dropped 
for many of our Educational Programs, some of our programs actually experienced 
growth in 2020. Our Home School program increased significantly! We also gave as 
many personal tours in 2020 as we did in 2018 and 2019 combined! It was certainly a  
difficult year in regards to programming, but we are grateful to the many groups,  
organizations, and schools that allowed us to still be a part of their year!  
 

School & Community Outreach  
707 students experienced outreach programming from OBS in school. This represents 38 classes and after school 
programs from 10 different schools. Over 1,200 people experienced outreach programming in a variety of  
community settings.  The Sanctuary conducted 39 individual outreach programs in settings such as libraries, 
churches, senior centers, camps, and community events. Bird of Prey Programs were offered at the Mohican Lodge 
every Saturday evening from July through November.  
 

Field Trips & On-Site Programs 
212 students visited the Ohio Bird Sanctuary for a field trip. Field 
Trips range from 1.5-4 hours and can be individually catered for  
students preschool through high school. 93 home school students 
experienced on-going programming over the course of nine  
monthly sessions. This number more than doubled the number of 
home school students we had in 2019! Over 300 individuals visited 
the Sanctuary for an on-site program. Keeper talks were held every 
Saturday at the Sanctuary. 
 

Nature Camps 
Throughout the year, the Ohio Bird Sanctuary offers Nature Camps for children ages 6-12 years old. In 2020, this 
included 2 winter camps, 5 summer camps, 1 summer evening camp, and 1 fall evening camp. I am proud to say 
that despite COVID-19, we successfully ran close to a full year of camps! 68 children participated in camp with 
many coming for more than one camp! One week of Nature Camp was a scholarship camp for Richland County 
students that would benefit from the camp experience but otherwise could not afford coming. A huge thank you 
to the Richland County Foundation for providing a Summertime Kids Grant that helped fund this camp!  
 

Junior Naturalist Program 
The Junior Naturalist Program is made up of students ages 13 to 18 years old who exhibit a strong interest in  
nature. In 2020, the students were regularly involved at the Sanctuary as volunteers, went on field trips to learn 
about a variety of environmental topics, and enjoyed a camping trip to Kelleys Island. During their volunteer shifts, 
the Junior Naturalists were a huge help in maintaining our gardens and trials! Off-site field trips included the  
Wildlife Diversity Conference in Columbus, archery/volunteering at Pleasant Hill Lake, and visiting the Akron Zoo. 
While camping on Kelleys Island, the Junior Naturalists participated in Lake Erie Water Snake research, water  
sampling, kayaking, fishing, hiking, and learned about pollinators, geology, and astronomy! 
 

Special Events  
Our Special Events included: Love Is In the Air (February), Fall 
Family Fun Night (October), and Christmas for the Birds 
(December). While the latter two events had to be modified, they 
were still very successful events! We are grateful for everyone 
who continued to support the Sanctuary and make us a part of 
your holiday traditions this year! 
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 Thank you to the individuals that support the Sanctuary through a      
     membership.  Memberships support general operations allowing 
            the  Sanctuary to be open to the general public year round  
                   and provide professional care to injured and orphaned birds. 



2020 OHIO BIRD SANCTUARY  
HAWK LEVEL MEMBERS 

Hawk Fact: Ohio is home to seven species of hawks. Many of these species as juveniles 
 have feathers that are variances of browns and tans. As they mature, their plumage and 
          eye color change giving them their distinct adult characteristics (such as a red tail,  

black and white banded tail, or silver-blue  feathers).  
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Did you know that by becoming a member you are supporting our rehabilitation efforts? To 
show our gratitude for your support, members are invited to special releases.  
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Fun fact: Winter is the mating season for owls.  
Great-horned Owls  nest while snow is still on the ground. 
Their young, that are insulated by down at hatching,  grow 
quickly and are ready to learn to hunt by spring when food 

sources are plentiful.  
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Erin & Logan Slone 
Jeremy Smith 
Tyler & Angela Smith 
Tobie Smith 
Amanda Smith 
Becki Smith 
Penny Smith 
Emily Smith 
Jerry Snay 
Rebecca & Martin Sneeringer 
Dawne H Snyder 
Adam Spencer 
Barbara Starkey 
Michele & Jim Starkey 

Tim & Charlene Starr 
Tiffany Steward 
Molly Stoffer 
Lisa Stoner 
Tara Strang 
Gary & Judith Stroup 
Bryan & Kristen Stull 
Tarin Sturts 
Jill and Joshua Taylor 
Lee and Jerod Them 
Jordan Thomas 
Christina Thompson 
Alison Todd 
Marilyn Trease 
Ben & Carrie Troyer 
Allie Trumpower 
Barbara Tucker 
Natalie Wiese 
Jennifer Uhde 
Cynthia Vail 
Arielle Vanorman 
John Virgint 
Greg, Sharon & Lucas Vogt 
Alice Ramsey & Ben Waldman 
Kathy Wallace 
Megan Ward 
Brooke Warga 
Dick Wells 
Charlotte Wheatcraft 
Ray Wicker 
Sarah Wiggins 
Ashley & Chad Wilford 
Frank & Thersa Wilhoit 
Lisa Willauer 
Ian Wilson 
Lynn Wilson 
Tonya Winningham 
Jason Yantis 
Jennifer Zambik 
Joe & Lisa Zemancik 
  



 
 

                         GENERAL OPERATIONS DONORS 

Thank you to all the individuals and corporations who supported the 
Sanctuary by donating to the Annual Appeal, purchasing items from 

our wish list, donating food for our birds of prey, and providing  
professional in-kind services. 

Kerry Dlugosz 
Lisa Dotson 
Jennie Eklund 
Charles & Kathy Evans 
Marsha & Joe Farrell 
Carl & Anna Marie Fernyak 
Shirley Fissell 
Mary Sue & Eric Fleischauer 
Amy & Eric Fletcher 
Russell & Mary Gimbel  Foundation 
Harry & Joann Fox 
John & Pat Fraifogl 
Mr. & Mrs Gerald  Fraizer 
Bill & Jody Frasher 
Tom & Sarah Fruendlich 
Paula Furst 

Leslie J Gardner 
Michele Gingerich 
Gayle Green 
Robert & Valerie Gregory 
Larry Grewe 
Chip & Jan Gross 
Nina Harrington 
Chriss Harris 
Pam Hartley 
Edward Hasenflue 
James Henson 
Wilbur & Mary Hockersmith 
Dave and Sandra Homer 
Charles Hootman 
Colene Horning 
Bryan Howard 
Hull Veterinary Hospital 
Joanne E  Humphrey 
Bob & Willie Hunn 
Greg James & Robin Webb 
Libby Javurek 
Mechanics Bank  
Alexander Jensen 
Burk Jjisa 
Ben Johnson 
Kathy Jones 
Gordon Jones 
Thomas Kanasz 
Shelly Kavanaugh 
Kent State University  
Robert Kennedy 
Eleanir Kline 
Glenn Knorr 
Jackie Koch 
Robert & Janet Kohr 
Ed and Barb Kulka 
Robert & Vivian Lardinais 
 
 

Christopher & Gail Laux 
Carrie Levering Smith 
Nikki Lewis 
Sarah Lewis 
Rosemary Love 
Joseph Lucas 
Janet MacAdam 
Sarah & Daniel Mace 
Richard Markley 
Liam Masters 
Jim & Debbie Mayes 
Annette McCormick 
Steven McKee 
Chris Mcquillen 
Jayne & Winfield Meek 
Anthony  Mehle 
Dixie Mehock 
Stephen & Barbara Mertler 
Gary Meyers 
Erin Miller 
Marissa Miller 
Mary Mizelle 
Vicky & John Moore 
Vickie Moran 
Doyle Morris 
Martha and John Mortland 
Jayne Moser 
Joanne Mudra 
Patrick and Jana Mulherin 
Ron & Susie Muth 
Julie Nickrand 
Gerri & TJ Nipper 
Aaron Nuwava 
Rotary Club of Mansfield 
Eric & Carol Olsen 
Hope Orr 
James and Bette Overmier 
Karen Palmer 
Patti Patrick 
Dalton & Julie Paul 
Ethan & Issac Peebles 
Ray & Rani Piar 
Carolyn Pierson 
Sheila Pifer 
John & Jenny Pilarowski 
Brandon  Polak 
Doug & Carol Pretorius 
Jeff and Susan Price 
Beth Prince 
Sharon Rebmann 
Jane Reeves 
Lydia Reid 
Thomas & Lola Riester 

Marilyn Ritchie 
Kate Robbins 
Peter & Susan Roberts 
Ralph Roberts 
Virginia Roquemore 
Patricia Ruzga 
Krista Schmidt 
Jeanette Scott 
Gayle & Daniel Shaffer 
Francis Shipley 
Patrick Shira 
David E. and Teresa Siebold 
Beth Simon 
Susan Sivey 
Jim Skeen 
Tobie Smith 
Penny Smith 
Pamela Smith 
Brian G Smith 
Emily Smith 
Rand & Mary Smith 
Dawne H Snyder 
Jerry Snyder 
Jeff Sprang 
Tim & Charlene Starr 
Darrell & Brenda Starr-Jude 
Carolyn Stoner 
Marge Stoodts 
Gary & Judith Stroup 
Jean E Taddie 
Lisa Taunt 
Tim & Nancy Teeter 
Mary Louise Thomas 
Julie Timberlake 
Pat Voelp 
Pat & Bill Waldron 
Kathy Wallace 
Beth W Wallis 
Megan Ward 
Patricia Warner 
Allura L Watson 
Wilgings Meat Market 
Joe & Sabrina Williamson 
Alison Wilson 
Jane Wingerd 
Carl Winstead 
Mary & Jim Wise 
Tom & Nancy Witkowski 
Rob & Amy Workman 
Meredith Worthington 
Janet Yockey 
Beth Zamora 

Linda Albert 
Jay Allred 
Tom Bailey 
Nancy and Paul Bailey 
Jean Baliga 
Ann & Jack Bargahiser 
Bruce & Claudia Barrett 
Robin and Bob Barrett 
Anita Bartkus 
Angus Barton 
Steve and Sue Beal 
Barbara Bechtler 
Ken & Sherry Berger 
Karen Bierly 
Kyle Bierly 
Vincent & Jo Black 
Nancy Bletner 
Ron & Sharon Bolin 
Frederick H Boll 
Sarah & Brandon Borders 
Jim & Lisa Boyd 
Janet Brenot 
Steven Broeski 
Pete & Tyanne Brophy 
Jim & Tami Bryan 
Sean Burns 
Mark Burson 
William & Cheryl Callis 
Marge Carnahan 
Mike & Carol Chambers 
Chris and Maryanne Chengelis 
Barbara & Joe Cinadr 
Charles & Carol Ciola 
Peggy Clarke 
Linda Collins 
Amy Collins-Warfield 
Snakehunters Conservation Club 

Irene Cooperrider 
Janet Corns 
Chris & Catherine  Crawford 
Linda Crooks 
Virginia Crowgey 
Dave Damron 
Judith Daso 
Bob & Laurel Derrenberger 



 

ADOPT-A-BIRD SPONSORS 
The Adopt-a-Bird sponsorships assist in the care of our Avian Ambassadors. Adoptions can be directly purchased 
or given as a gift. Many of the sponsors received the opportunity to meet the bird up close and take photographs.    
 

Thank you to our Corporate Sponsors! 

MEMORIAL DONORS 
 
Assoc of Independent Hospitality Pro 
Ron & Sharon Bolin 
Todd Cleveland 
Evan Cobb 
Linda Collins 
Virginia Coventry 
Emily David 
Amy Davis 
Ron Detillion 
Estep Drivers 
Lori Dunbar 
Frank Elias 
Jimmy & Michelle Felerico 
Tim & Wendy Foliano 
Andrea Foreman 
Richard Fosnaugh 
Charles Gessling 
Amy Glorioso 
 

Melissa Harrison 
Jane Hass 
Randy Herrick 
Burk Jisa 
Mrs. Don Jones 
Shelly Kavanaugh 
Greg & Sheila Kennard 
Kevin Knapp 
Melanie Knapp 
Sharon Knecht 
Robert Kreh 
David & Becky Lime 
Ron & Janet Lybarger 
Mansfield Elks Lodge #56 
Kara Markley 
Liam Masters 
 

Sara Helton 
Emma Horan 
Bryan Howard 
Carol Howell 
Alexander Jensen 
Ben Johnson 

Angie Juhasz 
Andrew LeVan 
Pamela Ley 
Christopher Ley 
Liam Masters 
Joon Matters 
Ann Nicely 
Rebecca Ross 
Lorie Scheer 

JR Delgado 
Jonathan Dent 
DNA Academy 
Tyler Fett 
Daniel Frank 
Earl & Alyn Harrison 

Bridget T. McDaniel 
Teresa Medaglia 
Dorothy Merritt 
Danny Miller 
Ron & Susie Muth 
Ohio Home Member 
Trust Fund 
Buck Orndorff 
Jill Ryan 
Joseph Studniarz 
Rob & Angie Sturgill 
Rick and Carol Taylor 
Michael & Beverly Vietti 
Donald Walter 
Tammie & Glen Whitten 
Jane Wingerd 

Samantha Laux 
Connie Kennedy 
Lee Marra 
Russell Saurers 
Sally Sedlack 

Liam Bailey 
Sally Bailey 
Mary Bouck 
Michelle  Bowen 
Gus & Autumn Brown 
Mark Buenger 
Heather Chute 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 
We are honored that the Sanctuary can be place to honor loved ones. Memorial gifts have been made through 

 monetary gifts and through the purchase of memorial benches and pavers. 

MEMORIALS  
Norma Bowin 
Gwen Shirk Cockrell 
Dave Coulter 
Sharon David 
Michael Dibert 
Janice Elias 
Abraham Faber 
Beverly Freiheit 
Doris Gyenes 
May Carol Jisa 
Mary Jane Jesson 
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                                          Owl  $25 
 Free admission for one household to bird display   
                   area. Discount on admission fees for events.  
                                     

Hawk   $50 
Owl level benefits plus free admission to bird display area 
for four guests. $5 Gift certificate.   
 

Falcon   $100   
Hawk level benefits plus free admission to bird display 
area for 8 guests. $10 Gift certificate. 
   
Eagle  $500 
Falcon level benefits plus free  
admission for 10 guests. Discount  
on rentals and $25 Gift certificate.     

Become an Ohio Bird Sanctuary  
member today and receive free admission and     

           discounts on camps and events! 

Or current resident 

 
Ohio Bird Sanctuary    
  3774 Orweiler Road 
  Mansfield, OH  44903 

Visitor Center and Trail Hours 
Tuesday-Saturday    10 am - 4 pm Sunday     12 -4 pm 

Closed Monday and Holidays 
———————————- 

Admission to Bird Display Area  
$1/Child & Military      $3/ Adult 

Members / Free 
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President: Preston Boyd 
Vice Pres: Julie Schwartz 

Treasurer: Zachary Bramlage 
Secretary: Valerie Ashcraft 

Philip Chatman 
Donnie Clark 

Matthew Garrison 
Nicole Lewis 
Alex Kulka 

Sarah Mussman 
David Seibold 

 
Executive Director 

Gail Laux 
 

Director of Operations  
Emily Smith 

 

Director of Programs 
Abby Bramlage 

 

Curator of Birds 
Mary Meixner 

Stephanie Lewis 
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